7th Grade World History Syllabus:  First Quarter
*Schedule may change due to Guest Speaker Availability

Wed., Aug. 16:	In Class:  (Journal:  What is it like living in Lake Station?  Share your 
			favorite and least favorite things.)  Hand out Syllabus, Rules and 
expectations (Return signed by Friday).  Scavenger Hunt p. XXXII.  Intro 
to Terms and Geography.  Assignment:  Read and Terms Chapter 1 
Section 1 (1:1) pp. 4-9. (2 Day Discussion.)  

Thurs., Aug. 17:	In Class:  (Journal:  If you could explore any place in the world, where 
would it be?  Explain what you’d like to see there.)  Intro to Geography.  
Intro to possible pen pal possibilities.  Computer lab, if time.  Potential 
letters to be ready by Friday.  Assignment:  Review reading.  Bring 
in an object that represents you.      

Fri, Aug. 18:		In Class:  (Journal:  Describe your item.)  Explain representative items.  
Go over Geographer’s tools p. 8-9.  Draw a map from the school to your 
house.  Assignment:  Read and Terms 1:2 pp. 10-15  

Mon., Aug. 21:	In Class:  (Journal:  What attitudes, events, etc., do you think are uniquely 
			American?  I.e. What describes American culture?)  Finish maps if not 
			done.  Discuss the Five themes of Geography.  Compare to the Six 
			Essential Elements (p. 13).  Assignment:  Read and Terms 1:3  pp. 16-20.  

Tues., Aug. 22:	In Class:  (Journal:  Without looking, describe the Five themes of 
			Geography.  Tell what they mean.)  Discuss the two branches of 
			Geography and extras.  Review Prefixes and Suffixes.  Assignment:  
			Review for Quiz.  

Wed., Aug. 23:	In Class:  (Journal:  Picture Journal.)  Review Information.  Then, Chapter 
			Review Quiz.  Assignment:  Read and Terms 2:1 pp. 26-29.  

Thurs., Aug. 24:	In Class:  (Journal:  P. 26 Prize trip to Australia.)  Introduction exercise.  
			How do we describe other people?  Discuss the Earth’s movements.  
			Assignment:  Read and Terms 2:2 pp. 30-34.  

Fri., Aug. 25:		In Class:  (Journal:  If you were asked to ration water, what are some 
ways you’d cut back.  How would these be different in the winter and the 
			summer?)  Examine the Earth’s water supply.  Explain the Water cycle, 
			problems, and benefits of water.  Assignment:  Read and Terms 2.3 
pp. 35-44.  (2 Day Discussion.)

Mon., Aug. 28:	In Class:  (Journal:  If you lived near an active volcano, what would you 
			do differently?  Would you be scared, excited, or indifferent?  Explain.)  
			Discuss the movement of the Earth’s plates (p. 36.)  Examine types of 
			landforms.  Assignment:  Review Reading.  
Tues., Aug. 29:	In Class:  (Journal:  Do you believe Alfred Wegener’s Continental Drift 
			theory?  Explain why or why not.)  Finish forces affect on the Earth.  
			Discuss the Ring of Fire pp. 42-43.  Assignment:  Review for test.  

Wed., Aug. 30:	In Class:  (Journal:  Freewrite.)  Review Information, then Chapter 
			Review Test.  Assignment:  Read and Terms 3:1 pp. 50-54.  

Thurs., Aug. 31:	In Class:  (Journal:  Knowing the water cycle, what do you think causes 
			Lake Effect Snow?  Explain.)  Discuss what affects climates.  Intro to 
			meteorology.  Assignment:  Read and Terms 3.2  pp. 55-61.  (2 Day 
			Discussion)  

Fri., Sept. 1:		In Class:  (Journal:  You’re climbing Pike’s Peak in Colorado.  What five 
			things would you take for your climb?  Explain why.)  Intro to climates.  
			Decide your focus country.  (Computer Lab if time.)  Prepare for lab 
work.    Assignment:  Prepare for Lab time.  Review Reading.  

Mon., Sept. 4:		No School!  Labor Day!

Tues., Sept. 5:		In Class:  (Journal:  None)  Finish Climates.  Computer Lab for Country 
			Research.  Identify the location and climate region of your country.  
			Assignment:  Read and Terms 3.3 pp. 62-65.  

Wed., Sept. 6:		In Class:  (Journal:  If you visited a park in the city (i.e. Chicago) what 
			kinds of things, animals, and plants would you expect to see there?  
			Explain why.)  Discuss the environment and factors affecting it.  Read
The River p. 73 or a passage from Hatchet.  Discuss survival skills.  
			Assignment:  Read and Terms 3.4 pp. 68-72.  

Thurs., Sept. 7:	In Class:  (Journal:  Freewrite.)  Discuss Renewable and Non-renewable 
			Resources.  Assignment:  Study!!  

Fri., Sept. 8:		In Class:  (Journal:  What resource would you miss the most if it was 
			gone?  Explain.)  Beginning review, then Chapter 3 Test.  Assignment:  
			Read and Terms 4.1 pp. 80-85. (2 Day Discussion.) Extra Credit:  Bring
in a “Heritage” item.  

Mon., Sept. 11:	In Class:  (Journal:  How would you define culture?  Explain why you 
			picked this definition.)  Share “Heritage Items.”  Beginning discussion of 
			what makes a culture.  Assignment:  Review Reading.  

Tues., Sept. 12:	In Class:  (Journal:  If you could be part of another culture, which one 
			would you pick?  Explain why you chose it.)  Discuss different culture 
			groups.  Assignment:  Prepare for the Computer Lab tomorrow.  


Wed., Sept. 13:	In Class:  (Journal:  None.)  Computer Lab:  Ethnic Groups and
Traditional Clothing (Start Music, if time.)  Assignment:  Read and Terms 
4.2 pp. 86-90.  

Thurs., Sept. 14:	In Class:  (Journal:  If you lived in Chicago, what would you like better or 
			worse than Lake Station?)  Turn in Journals.  Discuss Population Density 
			and population maps.  Examine factors affecting population.  Choose 
			Industry Type/government groups for presentation Monday.  Groups 
			include:  Democracy, Monarchy, Dictatorship, Communism, Primary 
			Industry, Secondary Industry, Tertiary Industry, Quaternary Industry (For 
			larger classes, add:  Traditional, Market, and Command Economy.)  
			Assignment:  Read and Terms 4.3 pp. 91-95.  (3 Day Discussion.)  

Fri., Sept. 15:		In Class:  (Journal:  None)  Computer Lab for Government Group work.  
			Catch up day for Country projects.  Assignment:  Read and Terms 4.3 if 
			not already done.

Mon., Sept. 18:	In Class:  (Journal:  List what you know about the government of the 
			United States.)  Discuss the types of government and begin discussion of 
			the economy.  Assignment:  Review Reading.  

Tues., Sept. 19:	In Class:  (Journal:  What industries do you think are America’s major 
			industries?  What about Indiana?  Explain why you think so.)  Finish 
			Economic development.  Computer Lab:  Population Density, 
Government type, and GDP.  Assignment:  Read and Terms 4.4 
pp. 97-100.  

Wed., Sept. 20:	In Class:  (Journal:  What contact do you have with other countries?  
			Consider people, manufacturers, goods, news, etc.)  Examine global 
			society.  Discuss the Global Community concept.  Read UN Charter 
p. 100.  Assignment:  Study for Test!  

Thurs., Sept. 21:	In Class:  (Journal:  Give some examples of pop culture.  What symbols 
			are known worldwide?)  Beginning review, then Test Chapter 4.   
			Assignment:  Bring supplies for maps.  

Fri., Sept. 22:		In Class:  (Journal:  What areas do you most struggle with in reading a 
			map?  Explain.)  Map Work p. 108-115.  Computer Lab for Project if 
time.  Assignment:  Read and Terms 5.1pp. 116-121.  

Mon., Sept. 25:	In Class:  (Journal:  Freewrite.)  Discuss theories on beginning 
			civilization.  Examine the Fertile Crescent.  How did they adapt to utilize 
			natural resources?    Assignment:  Read and Terms 5.2 pp. 122-126.  



Tues., Sept. 26:	In Class:  (Journal:  If you did not have any religious or scientific 
			background, what might you imagine controlled events on earth?  What 
			ways could you come up with to get those forces to support you?)  
			Examine Sumerian culture.    Discuss culture and religion.  Assignment:  
			Read and Terms 5.3 pp. 127-131.  (2 Day Discussion.)

Wed., Sept. 27:	In Class:  (Journal:  Draw a symbol you would choose to represent 
			yourself.  Explain why you chose it.)  Turn in Journals.  Examine 
			Sumerian achievements, seals and cuneiform.    Assignment:  Review 
			Reading.  

Thurs., Sept. 28:	In Class:  (Journal:  None)  Finish Seals and Cuneiform.  Computer Lab:  
			Religion, contributions, and Key events for Country Projects.  Assignment:  
			Read and Terms 5.4 pp. 132-137  

Fri., Sept. 29:		In Class:  (Journal:  If you were to make up the laws of the land, what are 
			the top 5 laws you would put in place?  What would be the punishment if 
			the people didn’t comply?)  Examine Hammurabi’s Code p. 133.  Discuss 
			later civilizations.  Assignment:  Study for your test!  

Mon., Oct. 2:		In Class:  (Journal:  What do you think is the most valuable contribution 
of this area?  Explain why you think so.)  Beginning Review, then Chapter
5 Test.  Assignment:  Read and Terms 6.1 pp. 144-150.  (3 Day 
Discussion.)

Tues., Oct. 3:		In Class:  (Journal:  List anything you know about Jews or Judaism.)  Intro 
			to Jewish History or Beliefs.  Assignment:  Review Reading.  

Wed., Oct. 4:		In Class:  (Journal:  None.)  Work Day on Projects.  Remember, presentations 
start next week!  Assignment:  Review Reading.    

Thurs., Oct. 5:		In Class:  (Journal:  If you suddenly had to move to another country, what 
would you find most exciting?  What would you most miss?  Explain.)  
Discuss Jewish Texts and holidays.  Assignment:  Assignment:  Read and 
Terms 6.2 pp. 152-155.  3 Day Discussion.

Fri., Oct. 6:		In Class:  (Journal:  List what you know about the beliefs of  Christianity.)  
			Discuss the life of Jesus.  Examine key teachings.  Read “The Sermon on 
			the Mount” from The Singer.  Compare to book version.  Assignment:  
			Review Reading.  

Mon., Oct. 9:		In Class:  (Journal:  Write your own version of “The Sermon on the 
			Mount.)  Finish the spread of Christianity after Jesus.  Assignment:  None.  
 


Tues., Oct. 10:		In Class:  (Journal:  List 3 questions you have for the Guest Speaker.)  
			Guest Speaker on Christianity:  Pastor Pablo Russi or Pastor Joe
Walters.  Assignment:  Read and Terms 6.3 pp. 160-164.  

Wed., Oct. 11:		In Class:  (Journal:  Do you believe church buildings should be simple
and functional or elaborate and ornate?  What is the purpose of a
church?)  Discuss the Byzantine Empire.  Review.  Assignment:  Study for 
your Chapter 6 Test!  

Thurs., Oct. 12:	In Class:  (Journal:  Freewrite.)  Beginning Review, then Chapter 6 Test.  
			Assignment:  Bring Materials to finalize Country Presentations.  

Fri, Oct. 13:		In Class:  (Journal:  None)  Computer Lab to finish Projects.  Start 
			presentations if needed.  Assignment:  Be ready to present Monday!  

Mon., Oct. 16:		In Class:  (Journal:  None)  Computer Lab to finish Projects if needed.
Start presentations if needed.  Assignment:  Finish preparing if you 
haven’t already gone.  

Tues., Oct. 17:		In Class:  (Journal:  What is the most interesting thing you learned from 
			Presentations today?)  Country Project Presentations.  Assignment:  Finish 
			preparing if you haven’t already gone.  

Wed., Oct. 18:		In Class:  (Journal:  What is the most interesting thing you learned from 
			Presentations today?)  Country Project Presentations.  Assignment:  Finish 
			preparing if you haven’t already gone.  

Thurs., Oct. 19:	In Class:  (Journal:  What is the most interesting thing you learned from 
Presentations today?)  End of First Quarter!  Finish Country Presentations! Assignment:  Read and Terms 7.1 pp. 170-173.  

Fri., Oct. 20-Mon., Oct. 23:  No School!  Fall Break!

